
 

Minutes 

Dare County Oregon Inlet Task Force Meeting 
Dare County Administration Building, Manteo, NC 

 
9:30 a.m., November 9, 2021 

Attendance:  Jim Tobin, Harry Schiffman, John Ponton, Bob Peele, Russ King  

1.0 Review Minutes- October 12, 2021 
Jim Tobin called the meeting to order at 9:30am. Bob Peele made the motion to adopt the 
minutes. Russ King seconded the motion. All in favor.  
 

2.0 Welcome guests 
Jim thanked everyone for joining.  
 

3.0 NCDOT Division I update 
Barton Grover updated the Task Force on the DOT Bonner Bridge demolition project.  
DOT is removing the final 24 broken and felled piles. Divers are in the area and a sonar 
survey will be performed to ensure all items were removed. One barge dump left to reef 
AR 255. Continuing to demobilize and hope to be complete by the end of November or 
early December with good weather. 
  

4.0 Update on buoys placement in & around O.I. by USCG ANT, Wanchese 
John Ahlen with the Coast Guard said they will return tomorrow to move buoys after the 
storm. Specifically, 16A, 16, 15, and 23. 
 

5.0 Dredging Summary Report  
John Ponton reported the Murden dredged one day in October, which completed the 
September event, removing 1,500 cubic yards. The Merritt dredged 23 days, moving 
almost 31,000 cubic yards. Cost for the month was a little over $400,000. This was one of 
the biggest events we’ve had recently.  
 

6.0 O.I. Survey & Channel reports  
Joen reported the survey crew would be at Oregon Inlet today to see the effects of the 
storm on the channel west of the bridge. 
 

7.0 Corps Dredging Schedule  
Joen stated the Merritt is currently in Hatteras, but due to weather has not been able to 
access South Ferry Channel. The survey results from Oregon Inlet and Hatteras Inlet will 
determine where they go next. The Corps is scheduled to be in Dare County until the 18th, 
but anticipate being in Dare County past the Thanksgiving holiday due to the effects on 
the channel of the recent storm.  
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